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DELEGATES SEEK HARMON 








MUZZLING CHARGE HURLED © 





REAL PROGRESS DEMANDED 
WITH POLITICS ELIMINATED 





Theatre Men Want All Personal and Regional Differences 
Smoothed Out to Pave Way for Constructive Work— 
Delegates Authorized to Vote As They See Fit 





The future destinies of the M. P. 
T. O. A. will be definitely settled 
during the week at the sessions of 
the annual convention now in prog- 
ress at the Ambassador Hotel. 

There will be no half way—either 
the organization will take definite 
steps forward to accomplish real 
things, or Los Angeles will mark 
the burial place of another natioral 
exiiibitor body that passed out be- 


cause of political disorders. 

The above sentiments are openly 
voiced by the hundreds of delegates 
in attendance. There seems to be 
a solid sentiment firmly implanted 
among the delegates in general for 
close harmony; harmony’ which 
would mean the extermination of all 


Continued on page 9 


MAYER HURLS A 
VERBAL BLAST 
AT TUKOR 


M-G-M Head Has Never 
Forgiven F. P.-L. Czar 
For Early Slight 








New York, June 1. 
Louis B. Mayer, of Metro-Gold- 
wyn- Mayer, has inaugurated a verb- 
al campaign against Adolph Zukor 
and Famous Piayers-Lasky. Mayer 
initiated his attacks speaking before 
meetings of exhibitors at Buffalo 

and Kansas City when last East. 
So far Zukor has declined publiciy 
to reply to Mayer. However, he 
did express himself privately during 
the recent wedding dinner of Jules 
Mastbaum’s daughter in Philadel- 
Phia. It could be gleaned at that 
time from Zukor’s remarks anent 

Mayer that he is deeply resentful. 
Mayer’s bitterness is said to date 

Continued on page 6 





“DON JUAN” SET 
FOR EGYPTIAN 


Jack Warner, head of the Warner 
Brothers’ producing activities at the 
local studios, completed negotia- 
tions with Sid Grauman of Grau- 
man’s Egyptian, whereby John 
Barrymore in “Don Juan” will be 
the next attraction at that theatre, 


following the double bill of Pickford 
and Fairbanks which is slated for 
a run of about six more weeks. 

Coast reports on “Don Juan” are 
said to surpass the laudatory expres- 
sions of opinion of Barrymore’s 
previous Warner Brothers’ ‘produc- 
tion, “The Sea Beast,” which is 
now playing generally throughout 
the country. 

In presenting “Don Juan” Grau- 
man will surround it with one of 
his masterful prologues, and will 
have in conjunction one of the new- 
ly patented Warner musical syn- 
chronization machines which are 
claimed to be the greatest advance 
in motion picture presentation in 
recent years. 








Louisiana House Passes 
No Standing Room Bill 





New Orleans, June 1. 


The no standing room law has 
passed the House in the Louisiana 
Legislature, but predicition has been 
made it will not pass the Senate. 
The Senate voted 9 to 14 against 
it, defeating the bill. 





CREDENTIAL MEETING 

The newly appointed credential 
committee of the M. P. T. O. A., 
was still in session at an early hour 
this morning endeavoring to pass 
on the credentials of each individual 





delegate so that they could make a 
|report at the regular meeting of the 
(organization this afternoon. J. J. 
| Harwood is chairman of this com- 
mittee which has eight other mem- 


LA Se 





Sunday Shows Local 
Matter, Says Hays 





Pittsburgh, June 1. 

Will Hays, chairman of the Lay- 
man’s Committee, to raise a fund of 
Fifteen Million Dollars to pension 
retired ministers of the Presbyterian 
church, came here on that mission. 
Hays, when asked by local newspa- 
per men his views on Sunday pic- 
tures, said “That is always local.” 

He also remarked that he believed 
the country is being over-seated for 
pictures, explaining he meant there 
were being more theatres built than 
the demand called for. 


ORANGE JUICE RUIN 
FOR BOOTLEGGERS, 
SAYS TOM MIX 


Wonderous Complexions of 
California Beauties Due to 
Fondness for It, Says “Cub 
Reporter” 





By TOM MIX 
Variety’s “Cub Reporter” 


By this time, I suppose you gen- 
tlemen of the M. P. T. O. A., are 
getting used to California. 

From the reports that filter in to 
me, like the late, lamented Mr. 
Reilly, who kept the hotel, “you’re 
doing damned well.” 

In your few short days amongst 
us you seem to have got bridle-wisc 
to the always dependable California 
sunshine which we have here the 
year around. I likewise hear that 
you've made pretty fierce inroads on 
the local supply of orange juice, 
which with us is a regular daily 
tonic. 

“You've probably noticed the 
great number of handsome women 
you see on the streets of Los An- 
geles, that is, in addition to those 
you brought with you. We point 
with pride to ’em—their good looks 
is directly traceable to orange juice. 
Our local fondness for this bever- 
age is what drove the bootlegger 
from this section. Enforcement of- 
ficers out here haven't a thing to do 
but sit around their offices and draw 
their salary. You've probably dis- 
covered by this time, that it is im- 
possible to get anything better than 
one-half-of-one-percent in Los An- 
geles. There are today half a dozen 
once prosperous hi-jackers and boot- 
leggers in the county poor farm, put 


Continued on page 10 


NEAR CLASH AVERTED OVER 
DEMAND FOR PRINTED REPORTS 





Choynski Motion to Eliminate Verbal Accountings 
Stumps Woodhull and Brings Charge “You Fellows 
Are Trying to Run Things’’—Seider Reviews Progress 





PORTLAND CENSOR SAYS 
AUDIENCE BEST JUDGE 


Portland, Ore., June 1. 

Mrs. E. B. Cowell, secretary of 
the local board of Censors, in a re- 
port to the City Council, says pub- 
lic opinion is the bést censoring 
medium for motion pictures. She 
declares that if patrons could file 
objections to the pictures with the 
theatres, no censoring board any- 
where would be required. 

A charge is also made that the 
present official reviewers of the 
Board of Review are inexperienced 
and unfit. The local board ordered 
115 eliminations in pictures last year 
and rejected five films. 








Marion Harris Denies 
She and Hubby Apart 


Marion Harris, now appearing at 
the Orpheum, denies that there is 
any trial separation between her- 


self and her husband, Rush Hughes, 
son of Rupert Hughes, author and 
playwright. She stated that Hughes 
is no longer acting as her personal 
manager on account of having ob- 
tained a lucrative position in New 
York where they will make their 
home. 











DAILY VARIETY 


This is a Special Daily Edi- 
tion of Variety, published ex- 
pressly for the 7th Annual Con- 
vention of the M. P. T. O. A. 
The daily will be published to- 
morrow and Friday at our Con- 
vention office, Suite 114-115 
Ambassador Hotel. You are 
cordially invited to visit us or 
call on us for any assistance we 
can render. 

















The M. P. T. O. A. got off to the 
official opening of their seventh an- 
nual convention in the Fiesta room 
at- the Ambassador at 1:30 p. m. 
Tuesday. The meeting consisted 
mainly of the ordinary procedure of 
former conventions, with only two 
unforseen incidents bobbing up. The 
first came at the very start of pro- 
ceedings when Irving Thalberg of 
M-G-M was given the platform to 


explain a reported discourtesy to 
convention visitors at his studio. 

Thalberg won the delegates over 
to his side when, in the most con- 
ciliatory tones, he took all the blame 
for the miscarriage of orders issued 
to studio employees. 

The second unscheduled event 


Continued on page 10 


P. A. ROUSES 
VISITORS IRE 
AT M.-C-M. 


Thalberg Apologizes F or 
.Discourteous Employee 
at Studio Party 








Tuesday was Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer Day for the exhibitors and 
a large crowd of delegates went 
out to the studio. 

Jack Neville, assistant press 
agent, who was to have met the 
delegates and entertain them, sort 
of forgot his duties with the result 
that the first batch of delegates 
were inconvenienced and immedi- 
ately expressed themselves accord- 
ingly. 

They claim Neville kept them 
waiting for half an hour at the 
gates of the studio before admitting 
them and when they were finally 


Continued on page 11 
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TODAY 4 


We are Privileged to Welcome you ‘to 
Warner Bros. Studios 


where - 
26 Warner Winners for 1926-27 | 
will be made 





AU 
Warner Bros. Pictures | 
FEWER PICTURES - MORE WINNERS 
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HARRY CAREY’S 
NAVAJO 


WILD. WEST 


EVERY SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


4 MILES NORTH OF SAUGUS 








M. P. T.O. A. VISITORS are cordially invited Sunday as 


guests to see the real Southwest. 





Wednesday, June 2, 1926 , 
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BRYLAWSKI OUT FOR 


COHEN 


JOB ON BOARD 





Stanley Ally Believed Not to Have Much Chance of Suc- 
ceeding to Chairmanship—Many Delegates said to Feel 
Woodhull Not Entitled to Re-election as President 





With the first day of the Leattteé:) 
tion hardly under way and reports 
ready to be read on the convention 
floor, plans were under way to line 
up and foster candidates for the 
three most important positions in 
the M. P. T. O. A., namely, presi- 


dent, business manager, and chair- 
man of the board of directors. 

Feelers were extended to find just 
what the attitude of the delegates 
would be towards the chances of R. 
F. Woodhull for president, which 
would naturally mean the retention 
of Joe M. Seider as business mana- 
ger. Instead of Sidney Cohen's 
name as chairman of the board of 
directors, that of A. Julian Brylaw- 
ski was proposed. It is impossible 
to understand just what the angie 
of the Washington man’s candidacy 
for the chairmanship will lead to, 
but there is certain to be a tre- 
mendous argument on the floor of 
the convention if his name is pro- 
posed. 

Brylawski is recognized as an ally 
of the Stanley Company, one of the 
most powerful circuits in the coun- 
try, with far-reaching aspirations in 
the acquisition and booking of in- 
dependent theatres. Recently the 
Stanley people revived their plan to 
operate a national booking organ- 
ization with coast-to-coast affilia- 
tions, and this choice bit of news 
threw a temporary scare into the 
ranks of the independent exhibitors 
throughout the country. 

For that one _ reason alone, 
Brylawski is said to have little 
chance of success, and his business 
affiliation is declared to be of 
enough consequence to damage his 
candidacy for any important office 
in the theatre owners’ organization. 

It was brought out yesterday aft- 
ernoon that Brylawski is endeavor- 
ing to use his influence in the selec- 
tion of a member of the board of 
directors to succeed a retiring mem- 
ber of the board from a nearby 
state. The delegates from that par- 
ticular state keenly resent his par- 
ticipation into their affairs, a mat- 
ter which they consider should be 
settled by the convention as a whole 
without outside interference. 

The candidacy of Woodhull is an- 
other matter entirely. There seem 
to be many delegates from various 
states who gave him solid support 
last year, that are not satisfied with 
the accomplishments of the heads 
of the organization during the past 
year. There are others declaring 
openly that a big man of national 
reputation should be obtained to 
head the organization, either in the 
capacity of president or business 
manager, and still there are many 
delegates that intimate that they 
would like to see a man entirely free 
from political entanglements within 
the organization sitting at the head 
of the M. P. T. O. A. 

One exhibitor who has attended 
many of the national conventions, 
contended a compromise candidate 





in either of the two important posts 





FIRST NATIONAL 
WINS FILM SUIT 


U. S. District Judge Bourquin 
ruled yesterday that the First Na- 
tional Pictures Corporation had not 
“pirated” its film, “Boy of Mine.” 

Suit for an accounting of profits, 
said to exceed $500,000, was brought 
against the picture concern by Mrs. 
Maude Greenwood, who charged 
that the film was based on an orig- 
inal scenario she had written and 
submitted to the picture company, 
entitled, “My Dad.” 

The picture company declared 
that its film was based on a story 
by Booth Tarkington. Judge Bour- 
quin held that the theme of the 
film was “old,” and that the se- 
quence of events in general did not 
constitute a copying of Mrs. Green- 
wood’s scenario. 








RAQUELLO WITH “vu” 
Edouard Raquello, who was fea- 
tured in Max Reinhardt’s “Sum- 
urun” at the Alhambra, Paris, ar- 
rived here to start on a five-year 
contract with Universal. 





would not be a satisfactory solution 
to the problem in hand. He stated 
further that the salvation of the or- 
ganization for future work depend- 
ed upon the realization of each in- 
dividual delegate of the importance 
in selecting leaders at this gather- 
ing that are entirely free from all 
group political entanglements. 


: 











KEYES CONTINUES PROBE 
INTO TAYLOR SLAYING 





Though District Attorney Asa | 
Keyes informed Variety some time | 
ago that the investigation into the | 


SEIDER’S ROAD SHOW CLAUSE 
BOMB BECOMES A DUD 





death of William Desmond Taylor,| Action of Film Distributing Company Eliminates Ex- 
pected Issue—Wires Received By Several Conven- 


picture director had been | 
closed, two weeks ago he decided | 
to call Mrs. Charlotte Shelby, 
mnother._of Mary Miles Minter, 
screen actress, and interrogate her. 
Though Mrs. Shelby’s daughter was 
known to have been a close friend 
of Taylor's, the former was never 
called upon for the purpose of as- 
certaining if she would give the 
prosecution any evidence that might 
aid in clearing the four year 
mystery. 

Mrs. Shelby was asked to check 
up on certain statements her daugh- 
ter made to Keyes when the latter 
was in New York several months 
ago. She is said to have made a 
complete statement, covering the 
professional and personal affairs of 
herself and daughter. 

After talking to Mrs. Shelby half 
a dozen times Keyes announced that 
he was perfectly satisfied with her 
statement, but that he would have 
to keep it confidential. 


motion 





Major Operation Is 


Ordered for Pete Smith 


Pete Smith, head of the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer publicity depart- 
ment, is ill in the Hollywood Hos- 
pital. Smith arrived here Sunday 
from New York where he had been 
for the past two months, and was 
immediately taken to the hospital 
where it is said that a major opera- 
tion will have to be performed. 








PURSELL AGAIN 


June Pursell, radio singer who 
tried to make the Junior Orpheum 
Circuit as an act some time ago, 
will make another attempt to get 
into vaudeville. She will open Sun- 
day at the Broadway Palace, for 
W.V A. 











Fox, Warner Bros., Chrsitie’s. 
1:05 p. m.—Rolicall. 


mond Hatton. 
1:20 p. 
1:30 p. 
man. 
2:00 p. 
chairman. 
2:15 p. 


studios by Fred Beetson. 


M. Seider. 
4:00 p. m—Discussion. 





WEDNESDAY’S PROGRAM 


9 to 12 a. m—Busses leave the Ambassador, Seventh St. 
entrance promptly at 9 a. m, for the following studios: William 


Report of credentials committee. 
1:10 p. m.—Addresses by Hal Roach, Our Gang Comedies; B. 
P. Schulberg, Milton Hoffman, Esther Ralston, Clara Bow, Ray- 


m.—Presentation of resolutions. 
m.—Report of Playdate Bureau by Harry Davis, chair- 


m.—Report of Contract Bureau by E, Thornton Kelly, 


m.—Report of Treasurer L. M. Sagal. 
3:00 p. m.—Address on working conditions in motion picture 


3:30 p. m.—Report of pictures sold but not delivered, by Joseph 
7:00 p. m.—Busses will leave the Ambassador Hotel, Seventh 


St. entrance for the great “County Fair” at Breakfast Club, given 
by the Motion Picture Producers Association. 











tion Visitors 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


Want Treasurer’s Statement 
Read at Today’s Session So 
All May Hear 











It is said that some of the Allied 
States group will fire a bomb shell 
into the Convention meeting today 
when they will ask that the Trea- 
surer’s report of the M. P. T. O. A., 
be read in open meeting to the dele- 
gates. It is said, that no one out- 
side of the members of the Board 
of Directors have known anything 
about the financial standing of the 
organization since its inception. 

It is said that a report showing a 
healthy condition of the organiza- 
tion was read by L. M. Sagal, Na- 
tional Treasurer of the organization, 
at the Board of Directors meeting 


Monday night. At this session a 
certified copy of an audit by a pub- 
lic accountant verifying the report 
was attached. It is said that the 
meeting then directed that the 
report be turned over to an auditor 
for checking on the accountant. 
This checking it is said, cannot take 
place until after the report is 
brought back to national headquar- 
ters in New York, with the con- 
firmation of the check being made 
at the next meeting of the Board of 
Directors. 

However, several of the Allied 
Group feel that the organization at 
large should know of its financial 
condition and think that matters 
could be expidited by having the re- 
port read at today’s meeting, feeling 
that the certification of the public 
accountant is sufficient to warrant 
its authenticy. 





| 


—_————_—_—_ 


The fireworks -display— planned 
for ignition during the convention 
by Joe Seider over the road show 
clause in the First National con- 


tracts is due to be relegated to the 
ashheap and the pyrotechnics will 
remain buried for the remainder of 
the convention, at least so it is 
said. 

First National had a clause in the 
original contract with exhibitors 
(No. 24) which was discussed at 
great length. This was finally 
modified and the latter modification 
was withdrawn with a_ standard 
road-show clause inserted. This 
clause which is in various distri- 
butors’ contracts, reads in part as 
follows: “—the right of the dis- 
tributor to road show not to ex- 
ceed four of any pictures contract- 
ed for, with the right of the ex- 
hibitor within thirty days after not- 
ice of intention to roadshow to can- 
cel such picture by mailing notice 
to the home offices of distributor.” 

This clause was to be printed in 
red to distinguish it from the reg- 
ular clauses of the contract. 

With Seider ready to ignite his 
fireworks to take up the matter of 
First National's uwillingness to re- 
cede from their stand, telegrams 
were received in two or three spots 
on the coast stating that the film 
distributor had decided to  with- 
draw the roadshow clause in ques- 
tion from the contract entirely. 


Elinor Patterson Weds 
and Will Quit Stage 


New York, June 1. 
Patterson, actress, and 








Elinor 


daughter of J. Medill Patterson, Chi- 


cago millionaire, was secretly mar- 
ried to Russell S$. Codman, Jr., of 
Boston, May 23 at Putnam, Conn. 
Codman has asked his bride to can- 
cel her contract with Morris Gest, 
producer of “The Miracle,” and quit 
the stage. She promised to do so 
at the end of the Los Angeles run 
of the play. 
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LYRIC TENOR 


16 weeks in Publix Theatres 
Thanks to Jack Partington 


Now METROPOLITAN, Los Angeles 
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HARRY CAREY TALKS 
AT FIRST SESSION 


Harry Carey, western star, now 
making a series for Chas. R. Rog- 
ers, and distributed through Pathe, 
greeted his many exhibitor friends 
from the platform of yesterday's 
meeting and received one of the 





most sincere ovations ever accorded | 


a film star < an exhibitor gathering. 

The western star did not disap- 
point the men who buy his pictures, 
and he pulled a ten minute mono- 
logue that had the audience rolling 
in the chairs. 

At the conclusion of his talk, 
Carey invited the visiting delegates 
to see his tribe of Navajo Indians 
in a tribal dance on the lawn of the 
hotel. 

When the meeting had adjourned, 
Carey renewed acquaintances with 
numerous exhibitor friends whom 
he had met in the past four years 
on his personal appearance tours 
throughout the country. 


Aarons Arrives In 


Time For Convention 








George P. Aarons, recording sec- 
retary of the National Association 
of the M. P. T. O. A. for the past 
several years, and one of the most 
important figures in the Eastern 
Pennsylvania and Southern New 

ersey unit, arrived in Los Angeles 
just a few hours preceding the meet- 
ing yesterday. 

Accompanying Mr, Aarons on the 
trip west was William Butler, also 
of Philadelphia, and the latter’s wife. 
The trio wiil return East via Van- 
couver and the Canadian Rockies, 
cornelanne. Se round trip with stop- 
overs in about thirty days. 





Pathe Takes Over 
' Associated Exhibitors 


With the purchase of the entire 
assets of Associated Exhibitors by 
Pathe, the local staff of the former 
organization was let out last Satur- 
day, with the Pathe office force tak- 
ing care of the sales and distribu- 
tion of A. E. product. 








Alfred Weiss Stricken 
on His Arrival Here 


Alfred Weiss, one of the oldest 
exchange operators in the industry, 
and at one time a vice-president of 
Goldwyn Distributing Corporation, 
arrived from the East Tuesday 
morning, and was immediately con- 
fined to his bed with a slight attack 
of neuritis. 

Mr. Weiss is now president of the 
Agfa Raw. Films. and- distributes 
both the positive and negative film 
of the Agfa organization in this 
country. 


CHARLESTON WINNERS 
GO WITH PUBLIX 


New York, june 1. 

Publix Theatres held a Charleston 
contest in eight or more cities in 
tieups with local dailies. Each local 
winner is to appear in a presenta- 
tion called “Charleston,” which will 
tour Publix. 

At the Newman, Kansas City, 
the winner was given 12 weeks 
work at $75 week. 


John Barrymore Ends 
Warner Bros. Contract 

















After nine weeks of work, Jon 
Barrymore completed his third and 
final starring vehicle under his pres- 
ent Warner Bros. <ontract, at the 
Vitagraph studios, Tuesday. 

The temporary title of the pic- 
ture is “Manon Lescaut.” 


Will Morrissey Show 
Disappoints Visitors 








A cheap press agent stunt that 
was unfortunately put over on the 
guests of the M. P. T. O. of South- 
ern California came out Monday 
night when Will Morrissey, who is 
heading a local stage show was 
billed as a guest at the Cocoanut 
Grove and failed to put in an ap- 
pearance with the members of his 
troupe, as promised by the press 
agent for the show. 

Upon investivation, it was learned 





that the press agent for the theatre 





—— 





Hobart Bosworth, 


Concert by the County Fair Band 
“Our Gang,” Hal Roach’s Ras- 


cals 
Courtesy of Hal E. Roach 
Studios. 

Jack Holt, Feature Player 


Assisted by Jack Moore, Supt 
of Horses used in Lasky pic- 
tures and his cowboys. 
Courtesy of Famous Players- 
Lasky Corporation. 


The County Fair Band and 
Clowns 
One-Act Sketch, “Hard-Hearted 
Hilda” 


Bobby Vernon, Jimmie Adams, 
Francis Lee and Eddie Baker. 
Courtesy of Christie Film 
Company. 
Tom Mix, with Tony and His 
Cowboys 
Courtesy of William Fox 
Vaudeville Company. 
Motorcycle Monkey Shines 
From “Young April.” 
Courtesy of Cecil DeMille Pic- 
tures Corporation. 
Athletic Program 


Appearances arranged by Bob 

eaver, President Southern 
Pacific Association of Ama- 
teur Athletic Union and former 
president of National Athletic 
Union of America, assisted by 
Charles W. Keppen, Director 
of Athletics of Los Angeles 
Athletic Club, World’s Cham- 
pion Announcer 


and 
Arnold Eddy, Secretary of 
Southern Pacific Association 
of Amateur Athletic Union. 
Mr. Weaver will present 40 
world’s champions and 20 
world’s greatest coaches. 








Equestrian Director 
Red Grange 
Tom Tyler and Frankie Dar- 
row, with Tom's horse and 
Frankie’s pony, Bob Custer 
and F. B. O. cowboys. 
Cuurtesy of F. B: O. Stradios: 
Rin Tin Tin and Lee Duncan, 
his Owner. 
Courtesy of 
Pictures, Inc. 
Ken Maynard, Roping and Rid- 
ing Act 
Courtesy of First 
Productions Corp. 
“The Last Frontier” 
William Boyd and Jack Hoxie 
with 10 Indian Chiefs, repre- 
senting 10 different tribes. 
Courtesy Metropolitan Pic- 
tures Corporation. 
Boxing Bouts 
Ace Hudkins, Nebraska Wild- 


Warner’ Bros. 


National 


cat, meets his sparring part- 
ners. 

“Chuck” Wiggins, Hoosier 
Cyclone, meets his sparring 
partners. 


Referee, Johnny Schiff. 

Bouts staged by Mickey Mc- 
Minn. 

Courtesy First National Pro- 
ductions Corp. 

Boxing Bouts and Specialties 
Courtesy of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer Corporation 

Specialty Numbers 
from the following studios: 
Douglas Fairbanks Pictures 
Corporation 
Samuel Goldwyn, Inc. 
Harold Lloyd Corporation 
Joseph M. Schenck Produc- 
tions 
Mack Sennett, Inc. 


Universal Pictures Corporation. 


Jack White Comedy Corpora- 
tion, 


|| AMUSEMENT STOCKS 





COUNTY FAIR PROGRAM) 
Tonight at Breakfast Club 8:00 P. M. | ARE HOLDING STEADY 
Lionel Belmore and Roy Stewart, Ringmasters 


New York, June 1. 

The Amusement stock market 
was very steady Tuesday, with a 
few of the stocks showing very 
small loss. Eastman Kodak was 
109, showing a gain on the day of 
4%. Famous Players-Lasky was 
123, being a drop of % point. Fox 
Films A, 64%, being a gain of % 
point. Motion Picture Capital Com. 
pany 214 minus % point. Pathe 
Exchange A, 51 which made it 
minus 1% point. Shubert Theatres 
624%, which showed a drop of ¥% 
point. 

On the curb market Balaban and 
Katz was 73. Film Inspection held 
to 4. Fox Theatres A, 24%, a gain 
of %. Trans Lux Screen 6% show- 
ing a drop of 4%. 


Manny Stutz Learns 
Phone Calls Are Costly 


It stood Manny Stutz of the 
Chevy Chase, Washington, $25 for 
being in love. Manny had his room 
in the Ambassador for a few 
minutes last night when some of 
the Maryland delegation decided 
they would put in a long distance 
call to the exhibitor’s fiancee. This 
was done and when Stutz returned 
he was told Washington was call- 
ing. He answered and inquired what 
was the trouble at home. The girl 
replied with a similar query. Then, 
of course, the usual love chat took 
place with Stutz talking for ten 
minutes. At the end of the talk 
one of the friends called long dis- 
tance operator, inquired about the 
charges and was told they were an 
even $25. Stutz says he will get 
even, as some of the boys are mar- 
ried and here without wives. 


WANTS HER PURSE 


Mrs. T. A. Webb of Everett, 
Washington, the wife of a delegate 
































made all of the arrangements for 


the appearance, and assured the 
management of the Grove that Mor- 
rissey would positively appear, and 
then the space grabber failed to 
deliver. 





tained there. 


In order to avoid confusion when 


the delegates visit the Fox Studio 
today, officials of the film company 
are issuing individual badges to all 
the delegates who will be enter- 


to the convention reported late last 
night the loss of a black flat purse 
in the lobby of the Ambassador Ho 
tel. If a member or visitor should 
find the purse, Mrs. Webb would 
appreciate its return to the Am- 
bassador Hotel office of VARIETY 
\in suite 114, 








Tonight! 
Don’t Forget 


A Great Time Guaranteed | 


Tonight! | 








The Association 
of Motion Picture Producers 


cordially invite the M. P. T. O. A. to attend the County 
Fair at the Breakfast Club, Riverside Drive. 


Our buses will ca!l for you at the Ambassador Hotel at 
7:30 and return you after the Fair. _ 
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TWO HOLDOVERS DRAW 
BIG GROSSES FOR N. Y. 





“Stella Dallas” at $40,882 and “‘Aloma of South Seas’’ at 


$32,900 Set Broadway 


Pace—Langdon’s “Tramp, 


Tramp Tramp” Big at Strand 





New York, June 1. 

Big grosses ruled Broadway last 
week. The largest came with two 
hold-over pictures. “Stella Dallas” 
in second week, Capital, $40,882, 
dropping $16,000 from its first week 
with $56,552. “Aloma of the South 
Seas,” with Gilda Gray in person 
playing a second week at the Rialto, 
hit $32,900, as against $37,950 on 
the first week. 

Among the big returns was Harry 
Langdon’s “Tramp, Tramp, Tramp,” 
at the Strand. The picture hit New 
York after having previously ap- 
peared elsewhere. It did $36,300, 
one of the Strand’s biggest weeks 
of the season; looks as though 
Langdon is set at the Strand for 
his future features. Considerable 
credit for the Strand gross may go 
to Vincent Lopez and Band, repeat- 
ing last week. 

Another worthy $24,500 at the 
Publix Rivoli, $5000 ahead of week 
before. Last week Rivoli had “Vol- 
cano,” and “Take a Chance Week,” 
first time for latter in New York. 
It was a Frank Cambria production 
and got over, supplying the usual 
Publix presentation. Although the 
idea is not new, dating back to 
Frank Newman, Kansas City, and 
later used by Frank Cambria at the 
Balaban and Katz Chicago Theatre. 

Producers Distributing Corpora- 
tion withdrew double feature from 
Times Square, getting $5000 last 
week. “Silence,” best of the duo, 
is scheduled for the Rivoli in a 
couple of weeks. It will be the sec- 
ond Producers Distributing Corpor- 
ation’s feature to play any of the 
Publix Broadway houses. 

“Outside the Law,’ Universal’s 
eight year old, fresh from the shelf, 








looks like a bear cat for Laemmle. 
In the third week at the Colony it 
drew $21,500, and is holding over 
this week. Chaney’s drawing is 
undisputed, and revival of this re- 
issue looks worth nearly a million 
dollars to Universal. 

“Ben Hur,” coming from Legit 
Cohan, to the smaller Embassy, but 
at the same $2.00 scale, did $9370, 
last week, 

*Big Parade,” at $2.00 top at the 
Astor topped $19,547. 

“Mare Nostrum,” Criter:on, with 
the legit scale got $8,268, nothing 
extra with this picture being far 
from the right, at any time. 

“Silken Shackles,” at Warners 
was a big surprise when it pulled 
in $15,400, building up every day. 
(Copyright, 1926, by Variety, Inc.) 


ALL COMEDY VAUDE 
ACTS IN PICTURE HOUSE 


Philadelphia, June 1. 

The first all comedy turns believ- 
ed to have appeared as a stage at- 
traction in straight picture theatres, 
was an outstanding hit last week at 
the local Fox house. Joe Jackson, 
pantomomic bicycle comic, in tramp 
attire, presented the same turn as 
he did in Vaudeville, where he was 


a standard attraction for many 
years. Jackson recently deserted 
vaudeville for pictures. 

That Fox is satisfied with the ex- 
periment is proven by the engage- 
ment in his house this week of 
Moran and Mack, black face co- 
medians, who also talked. 











BOSTON MET HITS 
WITH MAC LEAN OPUS: 


“Take a Chance Week”’ Holds 
Out Big Promises—$9,000 
For Double Bill at Fenway 








; Boston, June 1. 

From its start Decoration Day, 
Publix Metropolitan should have 
the best gross week of its” career. 
Also for interest and first time here 
“Take a Chance Week” has caught 
on. 

Last week the Metropolitan did 
$31,000, with “That's My Baby,” a 
Douglas MacLean opus. The Fen- 
way, with “Eve’s Leaves” and “Re- 
tribution,” did $9,000. 

“The Black Pirate’ at the Tre- 
mont, and “Big Parade” at the 
Majestic, both legit houses and with 
the legit scale in force, did $9,000 
and $11,000 respectively. The Fair- 
banks picture is leaving the Tre- 
mont at the end of this week. 

“Paris” was the attraction at 
Loew's State last week, with 
Charles Ray and Joan Crawford 
making personal appearances. The 
house is not well located for tran- 
sient matinee trade, which is always 
a strong element so far as personal 
appearances are concerned. 
(Copyright, 1926, by Variety. Inc.) 


‘BROWN OF HARVARD’ 
LEADS MILWAUKEE 


Rah Rah Feature Draws $20,- 
000, Away Above Average 
—Alhambra Again Hits 


Milwaukee, June 1. 

This town is on a wave of pros- 
perity with everything at high flood, 
in a business way. Last week was 
no exception. “Brown of Harvard” 
at the Wisconsin with local col- 
lege “Rah, Rahs” aplenty, finished 
up with a gross of $20,000, which 
is about $2,000 above the average 
intake in recent months. 

The Alhambra is out of the “red,” 
now running around $14,000 weekly 
which it managed to get again last 
week with “My Old Dutch.” 
Through Harry Long’s good work 














of 
lin bringing this house along, Uni-| 


versal has appointed him to the 
managerial helm of the Broadway- 
Strand, Detroit, which is one of the 
U’s most important houses, as well 
as Long’s home town. 

With Hearst having two daily 
papers here “Beverly of Graustark” 
is expected to make a showing at 
the Merrill, which only seats 1,200. 
This Marion Davies opus went to 
$10,000, which is exceptional for a 
house of this size, and held over 
this. week. 

Garden, with 900 seats, had “The 
Unnamed Woman,” Theda Bara’s 
first comedy, getting $4,000 for this 
house which has been in a rut for 
some time. 


For the first time in months, 
Loew's acts were billed over the 
feature picture with Roscoe Ails 


given credit for the large gross of 
over $15,000. 

“The Splendid Road,” a Milwau- 
kee made picture at the Strand, 
1,200 capacity, augmented by local 
talent on the stage, drew nearly 
$11,000 on the week. 

(Copyright, 1926, Variety, Inc.) 


HOUSES SHOULD PLAY 
ACTS ON PERCENTAGE 


Variety Criticism of Fokine 
Ballet Urges Pledge to Show 
Drawing Power 








New York, June 1. 


Variety's report for this week on 
the Fokine Ballet at the Stanley, 
Philadelphia, says: “The Ballet is 
a well conceived number, but be- 
sides its starring principals does not 
present sufficient novelty for pre- 
sentation houses.” The notice sug- 
gests that houses playing a ballet 
of this description, carrying fifteen 
people and probably demanding 
large salaries, play on a percentage 
interest to pledge the act to prove 
its drawing power. That drawing 
power, says the notice on its de- 
scription of this act, is without value 
as an added stage attraction for pic- 
ture theatres. 

This is probably the first criti- 
cism ever published in any paper, 
advising theatre managers to force 
acts to play on percentage to prove 
its drawing power, if any. 
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PRIEST IN VAUDE 
TOUR TO RAISE FUNDS 


Member of American Catholic 
Church Opens For Loew at 


American, New York 





New York, June 1. 


For the first time in the history 
of the American stage; @ pries: is 
appearing in vaudeville. He is Rev. 
Goodwin of the American Catholic 
church, who is at Loew’s American 
this week in a sketch called “The 
Double Cross.” 

Goodwin says that he received a 
special dispensation to appear on 
the stage from Archbishop Cregory 
Lines, head of the church for the 
province of the Pacific. He also 
states that his invasion of the 
speaking stage was made to raise 
tunds for charity, with two people 
on the coast contributing duuar for 
every dollar he earns. 

Archbishop Gregory Lines of the 
American Catholic Church, Los An- 
geles, stated that he had given per- 
mission to Rev. Goodwin, formerly 
his chaplin, to appear in vaudeville 
in order to raise funds for charity. 
The primate of the church, S. E. J. 
Lloyd, of Chicago, also gave his 
permission, Lines says. At present 
there is no church of the American 
Catholic faith in Los Angeles. 
Lines, who recently came here, is 
attempting to organize one. 


Polar Explorer Byrd 
To Appear with Picture 


New York, June 1. 

Pathe is charging $3, for one 
week on the Lieutenant Commander 
Byrd’s two-reel picture of Polar 
views, commencing July 3, with 
Byrd to personally appear opening 
day. The Strand here probably will 
take the picture. Later Byrd goes 
on a lecture tour. 

Fox, with International, joined on 
the Polar expense expendition of 
Byrd, but got only a few views 
around Spitzenburg. Byrd took the 
picture himself, while flying. 
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IVERSAL REGINALD 


ENNY 


PRODUCTION 


Take it 
rom me 


And, take it from me, it’s a scream—first to last! For years 











you’ve cashed in on Denny! But now he’s arrived! He’s in 


the big money class! 


from me, this 
time! 


is a picture! 


gest Denny of them all! 


_-_i g4 WILLIAM A. SEITER PRODUCTION 
Adapted from the big musical comedy hit by 


Will B. Johnstone and W. R. Anderson 


A star of the first magnitude. Take it 
It will crash right into the big 
You can’t afford to miss a Denny— and this is the big- 
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How to Run the Motion | 
Picture Business ||| 


By AL BOASBERG i | 


(Formerly City Salesman U. s. ||| 
Tire Co.) 
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Paramount “Grads” 
In Publix Shows 


New York, June 1. 
stars, recent 
Paramount 


Junior 
graduates 


Paramount 
from the 


School of Picture Acting, are going | 
|along at their $75 weekly salary, as | 


~ |VALUE OF “NAMES” 





I have made a complete survey| members of the Publix’s presenta- | 


and study of the motion picture 
business ever since my decision to 
enter it, some four days ago. ‘The 
main trouble with the business at 
present is —motivation’ and ‘pro- 
mise.’ I don’t know exactly what 
chese words mean, but everybody 
uses them around, so I guess that’s 
the trouble. 

What the industry needs is bet- 
ter looking studio gatemen, brighter 
colored contracts and less desk cal- 
ouses. If I were running this bus- 
iness I would equip each exhibitor 
with a complete studio and a set of 
stars and let him make his own pic- 
tures, because who knows better 
than the exhibitor what his audi- 
ences demand? Further, I would 
remove from all theatres the seats, 
and replace them with shower baths 
so that in hot weather the patrons 
could disrobe and see their pictures 
in. comfort. I would run all the 
titles together so that they would 
be over with and let the patrons set- 
tle down and enjoy the show. An- 
other thing—an important item. To 
avoid confusing patrons, each ‘gag’ 
and bit of business that is stolen and 
placed in a picture should be lab-. 
eled ‘stolen from such and such a 
picture,’ so that the mystery ele- 
ment would be relieved. I would 
supply each salesman with a list of 
puns about competitors’ pictures, so 
that a good laugh would always be 
available, and the exhibitor have 
some reason for throwing out said 
‘salesman. | 

I ami sure that if all of the above 
suggestions were adopted it would 
guarantee unlimited ‘suctess and 
prosperity to that great thriving in- 
dustry—the radio. 


Spanish Beaut Seeks 
Picture House Dates 








New York, June 1. 


Maria del Villar is declared to be 
a Spanish beaut, standing six feet 
in her French heels. 

Reputed to have arrived here with 
a continental rep and a few busheis 
of wardrobe, Maria is going to work 
in the picture houses if the p. h. 
Say yes. 





WILLIAM BOYD IS “HOME” 





Flagstaff, Ariz., June 1. 

William Boyd, formerly of this 
city, and now a prominent screen 
player, has returned in triumph to 
his old stamping ground. 

Boyd arrived here on his way to 
the Gap Trading Post, where he 
will portray one of the featured 
roles in “The Last Frontier,” which 
is being filmed on the Navajo In- 
dian Reservation by the Metropoli- 
tan Pictures Corporation. He was 
entertained last night at a reception 
tendered him by local city officials 
headed by Mayor Loren Cross. 





TYRELL BOOKS “NAMES” 





, Chicago, June 1. 

Phil Tyrell has lined up a score 
of “names” which he has booked 
with the Gus Sun-Diamond Agency 
here for playing in picture houses 
on similar arrangements as vaude- 
ville for from 10 to 16 weeks. 
About 20 acts have been signed for 
the circuit so far. 


MAYER HURLS BLAST 


Continued from page 1 








back to when Zukor and Jesse 
Lasky were just established with F. 
P.-L. Mayer is reported to have 
applied to Zukor for business favors 
but not money. Zukor is said to 
have stalled Mayer, leaving the lat- 
ter chagrined and unforgiving. 

Mayer’s soreness is said to be so 
acute he has refused to listen to 
close associates and friends in and 
out of the M-G-M organization, 
who have attempted to persuade him 
to cease his attacks on both Zukor 
and F. P.-L. 

This verbal controversy is creat- 
ing talk and interest in inside pic- 
ture circles in New York. There is 
no end of it in sight at present. 

Mayer is now en route to Los An. 
geles from here and due there Fri- 
day. It is said he will address a 
session of the M. PT. O. A. con- 


oewes wre 


vention, when he may again unbur- 


tion, “Alice in Movieland.”’ 

The young people who flicked 
their screeh début in “Fascinating 
Youth” (Famous Players) have 
nothing else in the acting line in 
sight until the Fall. Meanwhile, 
Publix is using them for the pub- 
licity gained in the picture house 
traveling unit, and at the contracted 
salary for the recruits. 





Fred Leahy, supervising on 
George Hill’s production of “Tell 
It to the Marines” with Lon Chaney 
for M-G-M. 
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INTERESTS BROADWAY 





|Sentiment Divided Over Their 


Drawing Power as Against 
Presentations Only 





New York, June I. 


With summer coming on and the 
film theatres ‘esling the dearth of 
drawing attractions, picture house 
agents in New York just now are 
going frantic in the quest for 
“names.” 

::Names” have grown to be a huge 
center of discussion in New York 
booking circles. There is a division 
of opinion in the picture field re- 
garding their value as against the 
presentation only. 

One of the best showmen in the 
picture and vaudeville business, 


Mike Shea, of Buffalo, aligned with 
Publix Theatres, declared, accord- 
ing to last week’s “Variety,” that 
he intends to play names in his Buf- 
falo theatres next season, irregard- 
less of where he must obtain them. 

That has a coupled reference, to 
Publix, which through Sam Katz, 
has flatly come out for presenta- 
tions only, and the Keith-Albee 
booking offices which have been the 
sole agency so far supplying the 
Shea twice-daily vaudeville theatre 
(Court Square) in Buffalo. 

The decline of straight or two-a- 
day vaudeville is continuously being 


held up around here as the horrible 
example to the cold shoulder 
against the use of the biggest 


names that may be procured. 

H. B. Warner is slated for the 
role of Christ if Cecil B. De Mille 
will produce “Thirty Pieces of Sil- 
ver,” the Biblical story dealing with 
the life of Christ. 











LOEW ACQUIRES THREE 


KEENEY BKLYN HOUSES ¥, 





New York, June 1 

Loew's Inc., has taken over the 
three Frank A. Keeney houses jn 
Brooklyn. They have been playing 
vaudeville and pictures. Loew’s 
will continue that policy in two, byt 
for the third a straight picture pol- 
isy will be subs ituted. 

Keeney’s Brooklyn is to under- 
go the playing change through jts 
present “opposition” to Loew’s Met. 
ropolitan. The other two are 
Keeney’s Bedford and Bay Ridge 
Keeney secured the Bedford after 
William Fox had opened that house. 

Negotiations were on for some 
time between Loew’s and Keeney, 
The valuation placed by Keeney 
upon the properties threatened at 
one time to break off the trade. 
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Hop into this big smooth-running WARNER 26 for the Royet-ae atte! 


through 1926-27! 


It’s custom-built from top to bottom, packed 


with power, to carry you over the roughest stretches, speed to 


out-distance all competition, durability that g 


in front at the finish! 


If you want a rough-ride, try the little, light-weight bus. 
bounces and rattles—and when you need it most it won’t go! 
It’s a factory production, turned out by the score, by the hun- 


dreds. Only individually specialized product lasts in the long 
run! ius 


a 


uarantees you'll be 


It 


Every one of the 26 WARNER WINNERS for 1926-27 is an 


individually 





den himself on the Zukor subject. 


tars a alee DN 2 RR agree SESE ere 





Sonn ee 





specialized production. 
tion guarantees the perfection of every detail. 
counts at the box office! 
get that! 


Pitethate bE 


specializa- 
That's what 
Only in Warner Winners do yov 
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“Great Train Robbery” on a bill of veteran pictures which ; 
4 will include Mary Pickford’s first Scribes and Actors 
Back on Broadway) film for Biograph made in 1905. HE R S In Croquet Match 
Ss 6 The International Film Arts ~ 
uild is presenting these repertoire New York el 
New York, June 1. | programs at this house, the current ? As a climax to a a cto- 
, The Cameo theatre, on 42nd/| show also including the third of the quet matches among a certain crit- 
‘he street, will show The Great Train titleless pictures called “Backstairs”’, ical newspaper and actor element, 
in Robbery” this Thursday (June 3)| made in Germany. Production Star Director there will be a $1,000 match game 
ng Renita staged between Alexander Wooll- 
VS 3800 Mission Rd. cott and Neysa McMeia, with H. 
ut “ reddi m ; ; Bayard Swope, editor of the New 
The Wedding March A Stroh y ope, e e Ne 
ol- . Cotes — = Sus oa York “World,” and Charles : 
- 1420 Beachwood Schwartz. ” a a 
. 99 “Discord” Secs Mawer Rinisste, ant The wicket “world series” “is due 7 
“Baited Trap” Ben Wilson Ben Wilson to take place in Central Park. } 
t- “Thundering Speed” Creighton Hale Bert Bracken - ; 
re trove Seal Leo Maloney nd j 
se. Untitled jack Perr Ben Cohen tablish act t 
- ar ag Dick, Hatton Dick Hatton An Es ed F ; 
se. “Dixie Flyer” All St Chas. Hunt ; , 
ne “Courage of Capt. Plum” All Star L. Chaudett For Any Victure Seuss } 
Ly Untitled Cliff Bowes Sky Moreno 4 
Chadwick 
Broke all records ee ROSE 
“Devil’s Gulch” Bob Custer Jack Nelson 
_ 7 Chaplin 
at the Capitol Paaee 
Pp “The Circus” Chaplin Chas. Chaplin 
Christie 
Th : 6100 Sunset Just Concluded 
y “The Nervous Wreck” Harrison Ford Scott Sidney eeks Loew’ 
eatre, New ork 2 Reel Comedy Jimmy Adams Walter Graham 4 Ww s State, 
: Reel Comedy Billy Dooley Wm. Watson, Los Angeles 
eel Comedy Jack Duffy aro eaudine 
C. B. De Mille 3 Weeks Pasadena 
. . ) . ' Culver City 
—hbiggest single day’s business! “Young April” R. & J. Schildkraut | Donald Crisp Now — Warfield Theatre, 
“Risky Business” Vera Reynolds Alan Hale San Franéisco, Indefinite 
‘ . “Gigolo” Rod La Rocque Wm. K. Howard 
—higgest week’s business! “Yankee Clipper” Boyd-Fair Rupert Julian Direction 
Columbia F r 
1438 Gower anchon & Marco 
° ? e | “Lone Wolf Returns” Bert Lytell Ralph Ince ‘ 
biggest 2 week’s business! A 
780 Gower ; 
ne of Aeguding” eden’ Beant 74, Dalen — A & 
“Cowboy Cop” ‘om Tyler obert De y H 
“Bill Grimm’s ess” garet Morris Ralph Ceder FANCHON & MARCO d 
” ’ “Kosher Kitty Kelly” Viola Dana James Horne ® IDEA : 
Fine Arts 4 
4500 Sunset H 
“Delicatessen” Colleen Moore Al Green 3 
“Midnight Lovers” Nillson-Stone Jack Dillon 1 
“Moran of Mounted” Reed Howes H,. J, Brown : 
“Fighting Marine” Gene Tunney S. Bennett é 
“Man In Shadow” Steadman-Torrance Hartford 
“Conscience” Herb. Rawlinson — Ince 1 
“Winnie Winkle” Ethyln Gibson ugh Fay ; 
Fox ; 
1401 N. Western 
“The Pelican” Alma Rubens F. Borzage 
“What Price Glory” Flynn-Del Rio Raoul Walsh 
“Woman Power’ Perry-Graves H, Beaumont 
“The Steeple Chase” Conley-McConnell Lex Neal 
“Return Peter Grimm” Alec Francis V. Schertzirgey 
“Arizona Wildcat” Tom Mix R. W. Neill 
“White Eagle” Buck Jones Bunny Dull 
“The Ciown” Fox-Gilbert Robt. Kerr 
“Devil’s Master” O’Brien-Gaynor Cummings 
M-G-M 
Culver City . 
“Tin Hats” All Star Ed. Sedgwick 
Pe [aoe ll en oe on ores Pi % 
“Fire Brigade’ ay- voy i ig 
“The Red Mill” Marion Davies m. Goodrich SES: 
; “Altars of Desire” Mae Muzray C. Cabanne 
ea ON 
1040 Las 4 — =| 
“Mountain Lad’ Harold Lloyd Wilde-Milestone | AND HIS BAND 
“Forever After” Astor-Hughes F. H. Weight 1 er | 
“West of Broadway” Priscilla Dean Robt. Thornby STAI i ; 
Hal Roach DIRECTION - WEST COAST THEATRE “ i 
i roduction “The Black Rider” Francis MacDonald Hal Roach , 
ot 2 Beet Comedy a I mae 
eel Comedy ene w tan Law 
“Flesh and the Devil’’ 2 Reel Comedy J. Finlayson Stan Laurel 
Mack Sennett 
for M-G-M 1712 Glendale 
2 Reel Comedy Ben Turpin “Gil Pratt 
2 Reel Comedy Alice Day 
2 Reel Comedy Billy Bevan Del Lord 
“The Smith Family” Mc -Hiatt Alf Goulding 
Stern (Century) 
6100 Sunset 
“Let George Do It” Syd Saylor Francis Corby 
S b ‘b f “Vy e t 99 “Newlyweds & Baby” Dooley-Clair Gus Meins 
Tec-Art 
ny 0 al yy A haha +50 Harem COLUMBIA 
1 Year, $7; $6 Months, $3.50; 3 Months, $1.75 “Amateur Gentleman” Barthelmess S. Olcott 
sans ion Monica M M k 
ta Fy 
Variety, “Lost At Sea” Novack-Sherman L. Gasneir oney a ers ° 
New Famous Players-Lasky Studio } 
154 West 46th St., N Y. C. 5341 Melrose for » 
ears “The Yes Man” Harry Langdon Frank ogre 
° “Diplomacy” Blanche Sweet Marshall Neilan 1926-27 
Enclosed is $.... Send me “Variety” for........ months to | hte City a? Pe Nee BIG STARS j 
“Gilt Edge” Richa almadge Scott Dunlap 
“Fanny — wyemervale a ~~ GREAT STORIES A 
Coe eee eee eee eee ee eee seeeeseeese “ 1 "s Cabin” . Gilpi r g 
“Let's Go” ea aah Humes Ernst Lamelle BIG AUTHORS : 
“Love Me & World Mine” ary ilbin *. A. Dupont : 
ch eeesh se ee C46 eS CES Cec Keeedeun “Botterflies In Rain” L. La Plante E. Sloman GREAT DIRECTORS 4 
“Texas Streak” Hoot Gibson Lynn Reynolds FI 
“Barely Reasonable” Holmes-Corbett Vin Moore # 
a away ota ate al iateet-e 2 Reel Comedy Charles Puffy Dick Smith ; 
Coc ceersescosces Standard Comedy The 3 Fat Men Harry Sweet : 
Vitagraph ; 
(Outside U. S., $1 additional yearly, and pro rata). 1608 Talmadge : 
‘Manon Lescault” John Barrymore Alan Crossland h, 
Warner Bros. 
5842 Sunset 
Ten Years Ahead of the Times “Broken Hearts Hollywd” All Star Lioyd Bacon 
The Slogan of All That Have Investigated “The Door Mat” Irene Rich James Flood 
Wolcott 
6050 Sunset 
“Heart of a Coward” Billy Sullivan Duke Worne 
Uaed et, (Dog) Bill Bertram 
Intit ~arie Doug’ - Yaconelli 
Cc. SHARP MINOR UNIT ORGAN 
They Have Proven Thomaston, Se Most Dag nontid seataapont mt 
Yet Built for Motion Picture eatres. ey Incorporate ny ae 
New and Exclusive Features That Make Them Definitely Superior “GORILLA” TO FIRST NAT. It is likely that Al Jolson will do 
for Motion Picture Theatres. t ype Par meee yp for Abe Car- 
New York, June 1. 0s, Wi niversal to be the re- 
ASK FOR INFORMATION , } The Gor- leasing company. 
Factory: Binghamton, N. Y. __ The picture rights to e Gor pm 
Western Representative, H. H. Hicks illa” have beea purchased by First If the project goes through one 
1122 W. 16th Street, Los Angeles, Calif. National from Elliott and Galla- of Hugh Wiley’s “Saturday Eve- 
her for 2 price reported at $40,000.' ning Post” stories will be used. t —_ 
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“DRIFTIN’ THRU” 
“THE SEVENTH BANDIT” 
“THE FRONTIER TRAIL” 
“SATAN TOWN” 
“BURNING BRIDGES” 
“THE BORDER PATROL” 


ROGERS presents 


Y CAREY 





TODAY’S FAVORITE 


WESTERN STAR 


You Know His Lovable, 


Human Characterizations 


And the Sympathetic Chord 
They Strike at Your 
Box Office 
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COAST STUDIOS 


Gardner James will play in “Four 
Features,” with Richard Barthel- 
mess. The story was written by 
E. A. Mason and will be produced 
by Inspiration Pictures. 











Ross McCutchen, stage actor, was 
assigned to play in “The General” 
with Buster Keaton. 





John T. Murray was engaged to 
play opposite his wife, Vivian Oak- 
land, in a Hal Roach comedy. 





Lloyd Whitlock leaves for New 
York to work in “The Prisoner of 
Hope,” which Irving Willat will 
direct for F. P. L. 





Alfred A. Cohn, one of the best 
known writers on the coast, is 
adapting James Cliver Curwood’s 
story, “The Country Beyond” 
which will be produced by Fox as 
the initial starring vehicle for Olive 
Borden. Irving Cummings will di- 
rect, and present plans provide for 
a trip into the wilds of Canada to 
obtain the proper primitive back- 
ground and snow stuff. 


Sees Industry Getting 
Away From Seasonal Rule 


Chas. R. Rogers, independent 
producer and sponsor of the Ken 
Maynard pictures for First Na- 
tional, filmed his first picture of 
this series, “Senor Daredevil,” at a 
time which will make the picture 
a mid-summer release, having 
reached the conclusion that seasonal 
conditions do not rule motion pic- 
ture production and exhibition as 
much as formerly. 

“There was a time,” said Mr. 
Rogers, “when production schedules 
were timed so that the best pic.ures 
should be released in the Fal! and 
Winter. Expensive tcatures were 
c{ten held up for months 1n defer- 
ence to this custom. Now, how- 
ever, the growing tendency is to- 
ward releasing a piciure, however 
big or costly, when it is fiuished, 
thus keeping a steady stream of 
guod pictures all round the year. 
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HARMONY AN 
PROGRESS DEMANDED 


Continued from page 1 


personal and_ regional 
cliques and combines 

Perhaps never in the history of 
the M. P. T. O. has this sentiment 
been of such a widespread nature. 
The north, south, east and west is 
solid behind the idea of building a 
real organization, eve> if it becomes 
necessary to entirely eliminate those 
individuals who try to grow and 
obtain publicity at the organization's 
expense. 

-_ 


‘ Won't Tolerate Roller 
One year ago, the M. P. T. O. A. 


was split into apparently two fac- 
tions, the one under the leadership 
or guidance of Sidney S. Cohen, and 
the other the middle west units that 
comprised the Allied States’ group. 
Conditions this year are changed 
completely. States that were form- 
erly included in the Cohen fold are 
determined that progress of a de- 
finite nature must be made at Los 
Angeles, regardless of who the men 
are that will be elected to accomp- 
lish the herculean tasks. 

These delegates have discussed 
the situation confronting the na- 
tional organization, and declare 
they will not be steam-rollered or 
dominated this year. The one big 
problem seems to be the selection 
of the man who will head the M. P. 
T. O. A. for the coming year, 
whether he be an exhibitor or from 
the outside. 

Many delegates from previously- 
voting Cohen states are in exact 
accord with the plan of the Allied 
States’ group, which provides for 
the retention of a high salaried ex- 
ecutive to guide the destinies of the 
national organization. If this prop- 
osition is presented on-the conven- 
tion floor, it will probably mean 
the deflection of many supposedly 
solid Cohen votes in support of the 
measure, and the initial break away 
from the Cohen banner. How far 
this will go as soon as the ball 
starts rolling, is unknown at this 
time, but reli2ble_information has it 
that the majority of votes will be 
cast this year without regard to the 
sponsors of the individual measures 
or the personal appeal extended for 
pet hobbies. 

Without doubt this is the first 
convention of the body in the past 
four years where the delegates were 
instructed by their various groups 
to observe what was going on, and 
vote accordingly with the welfare 
and progress of the national or- 
ganization a paramount issue. The 
members who sent the delegates 
exacted no promises to vote either 


political 


| 





CONVENTION GOSSIP 





The Robert Morton Organ com- 





pany is distributing stamped post 

leards to be addressed by delegates | 
and sent home. They read: “We 
arrived safely, are all happy and} 
enjoying a wonderful time at the | 


Golden 





bie M:. P. T. O. A. convention,” | 
and go on to talk about the music | 
of the Morton organ in the lobby. 





W. N. Pedigo, representing Yel- 
low Taxi company, Mrs. C. H. Hen- 
kel and E. Goldstein from the 
State Auto Tours are in 
charge of the busy information 
booth in the lobby. All three have 
become very popular with conven- 
tion visitors because of the courtesy 
and attention shown anyone desir- 
ing information. 





Afternoon tea is being served at 
4 p. m. each day in the lobby of the 
Ambassador for all visiting M. P. 
T. O. A. members and their wives. 
The service is provided by the as- 
sociation. 

George Stanton, special represen- 
tative of the New York Central 
Railroad, who was in charge of the 
special train carrying the New York 
delegation to the Conventidn, is 
resting for a few days before he re- 
sumes the tour home, which will 
take about three weeks, as the party 
has a long sight seeing tour planned. 





one way or another; it was left to 
the discretion of the delegates to 
vote according to their own good 
judgment in all matters that might 
be brought before the meetings. 


New Era Possible 


Unless a stampede is effected on 
a small issue of no consequence that 
is brought up and staged with fire- 
works, roman candles, etc., the pres- 
cni atlitude of the hundreds of dele- 
gates presages a new era of real 
accuinplishment by the M. P. T. 

Mr 

Faciional or political battles and 
matieuvering will not be tolerated, 
according to some of the most 
prominent delegates from various 
parts of the country. Issues will be 
presented and voted on by the dele- 
gales without thought of aiything 
but the advancement of the organi- 
zation’s interests, but if an attempt 
is made to stampede the delegates 
into poiiiical channels, there is cer- 
tain to be a walkout of many who 
would under ordinary conditions be 
expected to stick with the ship re- 
gardless of other -teflecticns fromm 
the ranks of the association. 








Another Great Bet 


Winnie Winkle 


In the Artclass Short Subject Stable: 


the famous breadwinner of Branner’s comic strip, 
with her pals, Perry Winkle and the Rinky Dinks, 


known to millions of readers in 126 newspapers, 


are in the movies now. 


12 two-reelers done by famous film funsters. Pro- 
duced by West Brothers Happiness Comedies. 


means 


you,” in 12 two-reel 





comedies each. 


or write 


NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 
WEISS BROS. 


1540 Broadway, N. Y. 


An Artclass Short Subject Franchise 





“The Line Up That Will Line Em Up!” 


A line-up which includes Hairbreadth Harry, known to millions who follow 
Kahle’s famous character in 50 newspapers; Snub Pollard, a champ laugh- 
getter of the films; Izzie and Lizzie, “the boy and girl who live next door to 
Pouplar Song Parodies and Radio 
Personalities, 26 one-reelers each; Guess Who and the Scandal of America, 
6 one-reelers each, and Screen Star Sports, 6 one-reelers. 


Ask Louis Weiss (at the Convention) 


ARTCLASS PICTURES CORP. 


'and rodeo to the 













“TO ENTERTAIN WITH 3" 
RODEO AND BARBECUE 


Universal is tendering a barbecue 
Theatre Owners 
who visit the Studio on Thursday 
morning. Originally, it was only 
planned to have an inspection of the 
entire plant, but Carl Laemmle yes- 
terday wired his studio to stage a 
few special attractions and give the 
visitors a typical California barbe- 
cue. 

The barbecue will be held to en- 
able the delegates to return in time 
for the opening session of the con- 
vention Thursday afternoon. 


Irvin Cobb To Write 
Screen Story for DeMille 


Irvin S. Cobb, famous American 
humorist, and Cecil B. De Mille, 
are to combine their talents for the 
screen, 

When De Mille was in New York 
recently, attending the premiere of 
“The Volga Boatman,” he induced 
Cobb to agree to come West and 
write an original screen comedy for 
him. Although critics have stead- 
fastly insisted that Cobb’s humor 
is of the spontaneous kind that pos- 
sesses great pictorial quality, Cobb 
has previously refused to consider 
motion picture offers. 


Meller Grosses $33,700 
In Out-of-Town Shows 


New York, June 1. 

Raquel Meller appeared outside 
of New York last week, playing two 
performances in Boston and three 
in Philadelphia. The scale of p-?-es 
was $10 orchestra and $7 upstairs. 
In Boston, Meller grossed $15,700, 
and in Philadelphia $18,000. The 
total grosses on five shows, $33,700. 
In New York the Spanish star, at 
similar rates, played 24  perfor- 
mances, to a total gross of $140,000. 


Marie Prevost and 
Hubby on “Honeymoon” 

















Marie Prevost and Kenneth Har- 
lan are New York bound on a be- 
lated honeymoon. Although mar- 
ried two years ago the screen couple 
have been so busy on their respec- 
tive contracts that they were forced 
to defer the traditional wedding tour 
until their picture schedules enabled 
them to take an extended trip to- 
gether, They will spend three 
weeks in Manhattan, visiting friends 
in Houston, Texas, New Orleans, 
Kansas City and Chicago. 


ROGELL BUYS ACREAGE 


_Al_ Rogell, director of First Na- 
tional pictures, purchased a parcel 
of land in Lookout Crest, and  dur- 
ing his vacation between pictures, is 
keeping his eye peeled for other 
likely investments. Rogell’s next 
picture under his contract with 
Chas. R. Rogers will be “The Un- 








known Cavalier,” starring Ken May- 


nard, on which work will start in 
about two weeks. 
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" LOEWS STATE™ 


MIDNIGHT LOVE IN PARIS! 


MAE MURRAY 


in “The Masked Bride’’ 
Roy D’Arcy— 
Francis X. Bushman 
On the Stage: 
Charlie Melson and Band 
Fanchon-Marco’s 
“Aztec Idea” 
Gattison Jones—Elsie Elliott 
Company of Forty 


EGAN THEATRE 


Figueroa at Pico St. 
LIMITED ENGAGEMENT 
For Persons Desiring to Possess 
Personality! Character! 
Sex Appeal! 
FRANK EGAN Presents 


“CHARM” 


A Rollicking Comedy About Etiquette 


With FLORENCE ROBERTS and Big 
Cast. A worthy Successor 
to “White Collars” 
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SEEEEIEIDEEEEEELEESESESSEoSEESEEES EES Sass a esse sae: 
BILTMORE THEATRE 
Eves. 8:15—Mats, Wed. Sat.. 


Charles Frohman + 
in association with E. Ray Goetz #: 
presents +f 


IRENE 
BORDONI 


“Naughty Cinderella’ 
By Avery Hopwood 


EB Feri a0 aff 
ERLANGER’S 
LAST 


MASO WEEK 


EVENINGS, 50c TO $2.50 
Sat. Mat. 50c to $2.00 
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KOLBDILL 
PAIR 0’ FOOLS 


A REAL MUSICAL COMEDY 


With California 
“Sweet Sixteen Dancing Girls” 











Cecil B. 


Matinees 2:15 





GREETINGS FROM 


Los Angeles’ Finest 
FRED MILLER’S 


CARTHAY CIRCLE 


THEATRE 


Now Playing 


“THE VOLGA BOATMAN” 






DeMille’s 


Evenings 8:15 
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THE WORLD’S MOST ARTISTICALLY 
MAGNIFICENT THEATRE WELCOMES THE 


M. P. T. O. A. 


NOW—Continuous Daily Beginning 2 p. m. 


LILLIAN GISH-JOHN GILBERT 
in KING VIDOR’S Production 


“LA BOHEME” 


4050 West Pico Street 
Free Auto Park 
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CLASH AVERTED AS 
WOODHULL IS STUMPED 
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came like a dud bombshell. When it 
hit, everyone ducked and although 
it failed to explode, it set the entire 
gathering thinking. 

This was when M. Choynski, Chi- 
cago, took the floor, following Pres- 
ident Woodhull’s report, and asked 
that all remaining reports be printed 
and given to delegates instead of 
read during the first day’s meeting. 

With Woodhull unable to give 
any satisfactory reason why the mo- 
tion should not be put to a ques- 
tion, and his faction looking 
askance, the meeting came to a 
standstill. It was apparent that the 
motion was not anticipated in the 
least and it was only when Choy- 
nski said that it was apparent that 
“you fellows want to run this con- 
vention your own way,” and with- 
drew his motion so the preceedigs 
could continue that a sigh of relief 
was breathed and the reading of re- 
ports, starting with that of Sydney 
S. Cohen, chairman of the board of 
directors, was begun. 


Joseph Welch, president of the 
Connecticut M. P. T. O. A., opened 
the meeting with a greeting to the 
assembled exhibitors. He intro- 
duced Irving Thalberg who ex- 
plained the M-G-M incident and 
won his point. Immediately after, 
Welch brought out J. Lyon, 
community leader, who conducted 
several convention songs. 

Ben Berinsten, president of the 
Southern California M. P. T. O. A., 
in lieu of Glenn Harper, secretary, 
was next introduced. Berinsten de- 
plored the fact that Harper, who 
had been working for three months 
in preparation for this convention, 
had broken down through over- 
work and was unable to attend. He 
introduced Mayor Cryer of Los An- 
geles, who welcomed the delegates 
and said that the key to the city 
could unlock any door in town. 

Response to the mayor’s address 
was made by Eli Whitney Collins, 
president of the Arkansas M. P. 
T. O. A., who declared that Cali- 
fornia looked inviting because of 
the contrast with the country passed 
through in coming here. 

Welch then appointed Helen 
Ullman, Sydney Cohen and T. J. 
O’Toole as a committee of three to 
escort President Woodhull to the 
chair. During the march down the 
aisle, the band played “Golden 
Wedding Days.” 

Woodhull dwelt on almost every 
angle of activity during the past 
year, taking in the play date bureau, 
the music tax, standard contract, 
legislation, fake publicity, overseat- 
ing, the squelching of fake picture 
companies, co-operative fire in- 
surance, and the contact with the 

P. and D. through Will 
Hays. ‘ 

There was no new angle on the 
various situations as Woodhull pre- 
sented them, being a resume of the 
past activity of the association. 

Following his speech, the presi- 
dent introduced a number of screen 
celebrities who all appeared in 
make-up, having come directly from 
their studios. Louis Stone, Malcolm 
MacGregor, Mary Astor, Anna Q. 
Nillson, Patsey Ruth Miller, Irene 
Rich, Harry Carey and Monte 
Blue were present. Carey scored 
highest with his “a la Will Rogers” 
talk. Stone apoligized for the 
make-up, telling of the circum- 


the 


faces 


that 
their 


stances and declaring 
stars “usually washed 
before going out.” 

At this point, Choynski took the 
floor and made a motion that “the 
reports of the various committees 
be given the delegates in printed 
form in order that the delegates be 
afforded opportunity to more care- 
fully digest the full import of the 
reports and also because by so do- 
ing, much of their time instead of 
being taken up with the business 
session, could be saved for them to 
devote to other convention § ac- 
tivities.” 

The motion was seconded by A. 
Saperstien of Chicago. Several 
minutes of debate followed with 
Choynski appearing to know what 
he was talking about while Wood- 
hull cast about to friends and sup- 
porters in the house to come to his 
aid. 

There were cries of “Sit down” 
from various parts of the hall, di- 
rected at Choynski, who then made 
his statement about “you fellows 
want to run this convention your 
own way,” and withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

Characterizing his report as chair- 
man of the board of directors as a 
“valedictory” address, Sydney S. 
Cohen presented his last formal 
speech before the meeting prior to 
stepping back into the ranks. 

Cohen traced the entire history 
of the organization, from the for- 
mation io the present day. His 
statement that at present the body 
is solvent and has paid every ob- 
ligation incurred since its inception 
in 1920, was greeted with applause 
by the members. 

In touching on the future, he 
stated that the tendency for the 
next few years will be for theatre 
owners not aligned or affiliated with 
producing companies as yet, to form 
such contracts. To combat this, 
the theatre owners would have to 
strengthen their organization. 

Cohen was emphatic in saying 
that battles between large produc- 
ing companies were not to kill each 
other off but to come to proper 
terms. 

“When. the big film companies 
are engaged in a struggle, the capi- 
tal which finances each side will get 
together and reach a compromise,” 
he said. : 

The balance of power lies with 
the independent theatre owner, he 
declared. In conclusion, he empha- 
sized the fact that any differences 
he might have had in the past with 
other members of the organization 
were on principle and having noth- 
ing of a personal basis. 

A. Julian Brylawski, chairman of 
the administration committee, 
opened his report with his findings 
on the instructions of the board of 
directors to seek out a suitable man 
for business manager. After mak- 
ing a search of all available ma- 
terial, it became apparent that be- 
cause of the limited resources of 
the association and the qualifica- 
tions needed, it was necessary to 
secure someone from within the 
ranks of the industry. The consent 
of Joseph Seider was secured and 
he began work on October 8. He 
is serving without salary. 

Brylawski, in closing his report, 
tendered his thanks to the other 
members. of the committee for aid- 
ing him. 

Joseph M. Seider, business mana- 
ger of the association, was the next 
speaker, telling of the activities of 
the newly-established national head- 
quarters in New York City. He 





stated that although the staff work- 











' The Motion-Picture Showman’s 


NEWSPAPER 


_ That Prints the NEWS---FIRST! 


ing there was efficient, it was not 
large enough to cope with the de- 


dent elected by the delegates from 
the convention floor. 


mands made upon it in the daily} The formation of a statisticial 
routine and detail of work. bureau was also urged. 
Arbitration proceedings occupied Seider also came out strong 


against the affiliation of the M. P. 
T. O. A. or any of its state units, 
with any producer's organization. 
Receipts from dues for the year 
were 20,919.50, while the cost of 
operation for six months was 
$11,880.37. If it had not been for 
the last minute receipt of $1500 from 
the Ohio unit, a loss would have 
2 ‘ been recordei. Were it not for the 
Lasky was forced to deliver “The| fact that the association received 
Untamed Lady” following “Con-| $50,000 from Carl Laemmle, there 
quered,” which was not produced, f would have not been sufficient 


was cited. R finances to carry on during the past 
Seider also claimed credit for the| year. 


M. P. T. O. A. headquarters for : | piel 
spiking the proosed United Artists- The business ee go erry 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer merger. He| * lengthy discourse on producer- 
declared that protests were sent by owned theatres and the attending 


much of the time of the office, 
many cases being settled hundreds 
of miles from headquarters, while 
he stated that no case had been 
lost. In some instances, cases that 
had been already decided against 
the theatre owners were re-opened 
and settlements had been effected. 

The case of Toms River, New 
Jersey, where Famous Players- 


the association to Chaplin, Pickford menace. : 
and Fairbanks. Just before the meeting was con. 
The official bulletin was described.| cluded, President Woodhull an- 


nounced the names of the conven- 
tion committees. They are: 

Credentials—J. J. Harwood, Ohic, 
chairman; C. M. Maxfield, Florida; 
Ben Berinsten, California; E. 
Thornton Kelly, New Jersey; Louis 
M. Sagal, Conn.; J. O’Toole, Pa.; 
Fred Seegart, Wis.; L. Schlicter, 
Md.; W. E. Blume, Ark. 

Resolutions—Nathan Yeamans, 
chairman, Mass.; Jos. W. Walsh, 
Conn.; Eli Whitney Collins, Ark.; 
R. R. Biechele, Kansas; Pearl Mer- 
rili, Calif.; John Schwalm, Ohio; 
and Jack Miller, Ill. 


Auditing-Finance committee, con- 
sisting of M. E. Comerford, Pa.; 
Harry Davis, Pa.; and Sydney S. 
Cohen, N. Y. 

Ways and Means—lLouis M. 
Sagal, Conn.; Harry Davis, Pa.; H. 
H. Lustig, Ohio; M. E. Comerford, 
Pa.; C. E. Williams, Nebraska. 


Constitutional Amendments—Na- 
than Yeamans, Mass.; George 
Aarons, Pa.; J. S. Lustig, Calif.; H. 
A. Blum, Md.; A. J. Kleist, Mich.; 
Jack Miller, Ill.; P. J. Wood, Ohio; 
Leon Rosenblatt, N. J.; John Man- 
heimer, N. Y. 


Press—Tom Weller, N. Y.; Sam 
Cohn, Calif.; M. J. O'Toole, Pa. 


Business Relations’—Board of Di- 
rectors. 


ADDITIONAL REGISTRATIONS 


Continued from page 8 


Its stories on the successful tax 
fights in Kentucky and Missouri 
were named. 


Credit Committee Rapped 


In referring to the credit commit- 
tee of the Hays organization, Seider 
said: “We have definitely gone on 
record that we could not or would 
not or will not permit distributors 
to constitute themselves a credit 
committee without exhibitor rep- 
resentation on the committee, there- 
by literally laying open theatre own- 
ers’ property to confiscation. Mr. 
Hess, legal counsel for the Hays 
body, has refused to recognize our 
rights in the matter.” 

Seider recommended that the con- 
vention protest the existence of the 
committee; that the state units 
notify their members to the same 
effect that the convention inves- 
tigate the committee and that dele- 
gates now present authorize the en- 
gaging of counsel to protect the 
rights and property of the members. 

Other recommendations included 
suggestions that membership should 
be direct through affiliated state 
units, that the constitution be 
amended to provide for the election 
of ten directors for three years; ten 
for two years and ten for one year 
and that the constitution should be 
further amended to have the presi- 
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Continued from page 1 





there because they couldn’t make a 
decent living in their profession. 

Since your arrival I’ve heard 
many things in your favor. One is 
that you seem to have out-talked our 
real estate sharks, which is some- 
thing to be proud of. if the M. P. 
T. O. A. accomplished nothing bet- 
ter than that while in California, 
I'd say your trip to the Pacific 
Coast was a great success. I'd have 
bet more than even money it 
couldn’t be done. 

One sub-divider, whose batting 
average is better than .375, tells me 
a sad story. He says he picked up 
two M. P. T. O. A. boys in the 
local oil exchange, otherwise the 
lobby of the Biltmore Hotel, down 
on Pershing Square and took them 
out to see his choicest sub-divisions, 

“And did you sell ’em?” I in- 
quired. 

The sub-divider looked at me sad- 
ly, “Sell ’em, hell no,” he went on, 
“before we got back they sold me a 
half interest in a motion picture 
theatre in Hog Eye, Texas, and an- 
other in Weasel, Colorado. They 
told me they had the First National, 
Fox and other franchises in those 
cities .From a moral viewpoint, I 
expect you to protect me ‘n the deal, 
as they said they also showed the 
Tom Mix pictures in these theatres.” 


ARTHUR 
STONE 

















Somebody 


“MISS 
NOBODY” 


with Anna Q. Nillson 


--A First 
National 
Production 
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Welcome, Exhibitors , 


MACK SENNETT 


wishes to call your attention to 


THE FIRST OF HIS 1926-27 PATHECOMEDIES 


“HUBBY’S QUIET LITTLE GAME” 
Featuring BILLY BEVAN, Thelma Parr and Vernon Dent 


DIRECTED BY DEL LORD 


100% Entertainment ! 
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METROPOLITAN 
THEATRE, LOS ANGELES, 
UNTIL THURSDAY, JUNE 3 





VAUDEVILLE HOUSE REVIEWS 





ORPHEUM 
(St. Vaude) 


One ‘of the best bills presented 
at the new Orpheum is now cur- 
rent. Every act seemed to delight 
the audience with nothing weak to 
cut the average down. 

Don Valerio, with two dancing 
girls, opened. The don is a tight 
rope dancer who is better in the 
air than a lot who do their stuff 
on the hardwood. The girls, with 
kick and Charleston numbers, filled 
in nicely. 

Probably the most “different” act 
in vaudeville is Zelaya, who plays 
the piano like an angel, if angels 
ever play pianos; gives nice little 
bits of pnilosophy; and gets across 
with his argument for better music. 
His panning of jazz was enjoyed by 
everyone in the house except the 
song pluggers. 

Whiting and Burt, held over, pre- 
sented some new scenes in their 
song and dance act. Also well ap- 
preciated. Virginia Mae assisted 
with the same dances as last week. 


Good gab, a few songs and a tinge[/dience her nals for life. 





ferings. He was good enough to 
hold the audience for 25 minutes. 

The closing of first half brought 
out Danny Dare, featured in a 
George Choos presentation, “Terp- 
sichorean Fantasy.” Virginia Wat- 
son and Harriet Cole did good foot 
work while Carolyn Smith and 
Alam McLay, very good looking 
couple, in waltz and adagio dances 
were graceful and sure of them- 
selves. A funny scene, with Dare 
and one of the girls wearing dum- 
my horse bodies in a dance got 
across well. Dare did a fast ec- 
centric to good applause. Swift 
finale was appreciated. 

Marion Harris opened second 
half. This sweet singer is all there 
as far as the folks here are con- 
cerned. She was called back re- 
peatediy at the end of her turn 
and simply gave them more until 
the remainder of the performance 
looked like a Harris recital. A 
soothing, crooning voice, at once 
a blues singer and yet as refined 
as your sister; class as far as looks 
are concerned and a sweet person- 
ality just help her make the au- 
Russell 


of blueness were Harry Hines’ of-! Robinson, popular song composer, 





was at the piano, doing a _ nice 
number of his own. 

Joe Smith and Charles Dale, with 
the Avon Comedy Four did “From 
Battery to The Bronx” with 
Cooper Lawley, Elcie Peck, Reba 
Morgan and Wallace Eams as- 
sisting. Clever skits with plenty 
of chuckles with gags and situa- 
tions well-handled and the acting 
smooth put the speaking part over 
while a lot of nice voice harmoniz- 


ing put over the musical end. 
Weston’s Models D’Art in Grec- 
ian poses were remarkably steady 
with some difficult positions. They 
closed a bill well balanced and 
worth the price of admission. 





BURKHARDT GETS JOB 





A series of two-reel Irish- Yiddish 
comedies, featuring William Strauss, 
are to be produced by Geeaness 
Pictures for independent release. 
The first subject called “Combina- 
tion Skirts,” an original by A. 
Goldner, will go into production 
May 13. Distribution contracts 
were consummated by Strauss and 
Goldner, who own Geeaness Pic- 
tures, with Cranfield & Clarke, 
through the latter’s west coast rep- 
resentative, the Filmcraft Studios. 
Addison Burkhardt has been en- 
gaged as gag-man and title editor. 





Transcontinental Taxi 
Trip As Feature Tieup 


A clever exploitation tieup for 
Universal's “Taxi-Taxi,” which Mel 
Brown is now finishing has been 
arranged by Tom Reed whereby he 


and the director will make the first 
trans-continental trip via taxicab. 
The hook-up was engineered with 
the Yellow Cab Co. of Los An- 
geles, with Yellow Cabs in the prin- 
cipal cities en route tie-ing on the 
stunt. A feature of the trip will be 
to record the tariff on the clock for 
this kind of haul. If Reed carelessly 
chalks up this taxi item on his 
swindle sheet Laemmle will prob- 
ably have to abandon the idea of 
building that mansion out here, and 
he may even have to sell a couple of 
theatres to boot to pay the bill. 





Sloman Is Hest At 
Universal Headquarters 





Edward Sloman acted as host at| 


Universal headquarters at the con- 


vention last night, and many of his 
brother directors dropped in during 
the evening just to see how he 
made the scores of delegates feel at 
home. . 


| 





P.-A.’s Discourtesy 


Continued from page 1 








admitted, no courtesy was shown 
them by him. 

However, when Irving Thalberg 
and Eddie Mannix heard of what 
had happened, they immediately 
took charge of affairs and subse- 


quent arrivais were properly enter- 
tained so far as being shown about 
the lot, introduced to the stars and 
dining in the studio restaurant as 
guests of the company. 

Several wires of protest were 
sent by delegates to the East, about 
the occasion, while other delegates 
who were not held up by Neville 
also sent wires, commenting on thé 
treatment accorded them and laud- 
ing studio officials. 

Thalberg, later in the day, ap- 

peared before the members of the 
association at their first conven- 
tion meeting and told them of the 
unfortunate occurrance, declaring 
that M-G-M was in the wrong as 
his original entertainment orders 
had not been carried out. 
_ Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer are hold- 
ing open house at their Culver City 
studios for the exhibitors during 
the balance of the week. 





M P. TT... AA. 


Welcome to California 


Hal Roach 


YOU HAVE PLAYED OUR COMEDIES. NOW COME OUT AND SEE THEM MADE 


ANY TIME—ANY DAY 









































WELCOME M. P. T. O. A! 


Do Not Fail to See 


FANCHON & MARCO “IDEAS” 


UP-TO-THE-MINUTE PRESENTATIONS 


LOEW’S STATE NOW 


And Other West Coast Theatres, Inc. 
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We'll Be Tickled to Death 

















UNIVERSAL’S 
RODEO 


and 





Free Barbecue 


10:30 A. M. 
TOMORROW (Thursday) 


e & @ 


Everybody Welcome! 
Why Not You? 


Wednesday, June 2, 1926 AM 
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